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THE CORNERSTONE 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah 
was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 

 (Matthew 11: 1-4)


I receive a wakeup email every day from the 
Enneagram Institute. The EnneaThought® for 
the Day offers subscribers a worthwhile idea to 
contemplate. I’m in the habit of receiving mine 
early in the morning so that I can consider and 
act upon the guidance this resource offers. It 
provides me some key ideas to focus on 
hopefully promoting wellness and insight.


Today’s TypeSix EnneaThought® was particularly inspiring. It seems to be a valid reminder for 
all Christians as we approach the arrival of this Thanksgiving 
Weekend and Advent Season.  The author wrote: "Holy Faith 
gives us an unshakable confidence in the inherent goodness 
of life and of the universe. Holy Faith gives us the inner 
freedom to respond spontaneously to whatever emerges in 
the moment because we are not bound by beliefs, doubts, 
and learned procedures. We are guided in each moment to 
optimal action." (Understanding the Enneagram, 54 (Don 
Richard Riso 
and Russ 
Hudson, 2000- 
Paperback). 
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“The same stone which the builders 
rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone.”  
Psalm 118:22
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We hear many prophetic predictions in Advent.  There are four 
readings from Isaiah.  John The Baptist speaks profoundly on 
two occasions. The first time he really calls out the religious 
authorities of his time. “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance.” He then reaches out more broadly to declare the 
Messiah’s arrival with these words: “I baptize you with water 
for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3: 1-12). 
Seemingly, John wasn’t too concerned with making friends. 
He was assuredly interested in influencing people, quite 
provocatively. 


St. John was so defiant that Herod Antipas threw John into 
prison when the prophet protested the Galilean ruler’s divorce 
and re-marriage to half-brother’s former wife.  (Palace 
romances and intrigue are so unsettling). Once in prison, John 
isn’t quite as certain about Jesus’ messianic status. John 
(through his disciples) asks: “Are you the one who is to come, 
or are we to wait for another?” Jesus replies “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” (Matthew 11: 2-11).  
John died mortally knowing that the Messiah had indeed arrived though not as he initially 
understood or perhaps hoped for when he baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. He learned as 

well that Jesus the Christ was not the king he initially 
understood and probably looking for when he baptized Jesus in 
the River Jordan.


Few if any of us will ever confront faith challenges as the 
Hebrew prophets or John the Baptist did. Many of them were 
executed, exiled, or otherwise despised by rulers and peers 
alike.  In their most troubling hours they ranted and cried out 
their obvious doubts. And, most importantly, they believed in 
God’s inherent providence. They proclaimed that God would 
break into human history. 


God did just that and continues to do so today. Jesus of 
Nazareth – (Jesus The Christ) came into the world unbound by 
human predictions, undissuaded by anyone or his own doubts, 
believing in God’s inherent goodness. Our Immanuel abides 
with us as he did with St. John, his disciples, and so many 
other people we will encounter this year in Matthew’s Gospel. 
He will go from town to town offering parables, healing the sick 
and offering sight to the blind.  He, like John, challenges 
religious and civic leaders who hypocritically profess their belief 

in God even as their secular actions suggest otherwise.  And he offers faithful prayers that 
enable the feeding of thousands of people and the institution of 
the sacraments we commune with every Sunday. 
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Yes, we have much to be thankful for and await on Thanksgiving and throughout Advent.  
Chances are there will be moments when we wonder if the Son of God to be born in 
Bethlehem again this year is the Messiah we seek. Perhaps, we as John and Jesus’ disciples 
will question whether or not God is abiding with us. Hopefully, we will encounter Christ 
miraculously in ways we would never predict or expect.  


This Advent and Christmas at Christ Memorial portends to be very hopeful. Our worship will 
offer silence, awe, and joy. There will be opportunities for us to join with Christ in offering aid to 
people in need.  I hope that we will share the Good News in Christ and not be offended in our 
efforts to be disciples who are faithful regardless of our daily trials and tribulations. May we 
experience and respond to many such heavenly wakeup moments this month. 


Blessings along The Way, Jim


 

 Solstice – Sacred Space in Word,  

Tune, and, Contemplation 

Sunday 22 Dec. @ 4:30pm  

Christ Memorial Episcopal Church 

Corner of Market and Pine Streets 

Take some time on the longest night of the year for 
silence, serenity, and Candlelit contemplation.  
Poetry by David Whyte, Prayers & Laying of 
Hands (if desired), Celtic Prayers of Bidding and 
Blessing, and opportunities to wander physically 
and spiritually without becoming lost.  Join us in 
unwinding and letting go prior to Christmas.
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Announcements and Upcoming Events: 

Wednesday night Soup and Bread Advent Suppers. Join together in soup, supper and fellowship 
during this hectic season. Bring Soup or bread, or whatever is floating your holiday boat as we 
pause in the middle of the week for physical and spiritual nourishment. After supper, the worship 
space will be available for a few moments of quiet prayer for those who are in need of a quiet break 
in hectic scramble to the end of the year. If you have questions, be in touch with Doug Cummings. 
Wednesday’s December 4, 11, and 18 at 6:00 PM.  

Father Jim will be away at the Circle Way Practicum in Seattle from 4 to 11 December.  

Expense Reimbursement: In order to be reimbursed for any expenses you incur on behalf of the 
Church, you need to complete the “Request for Payment or Reimbursement” form. Please attach 
the invoice/sales receipt to the form. Approval is needed from one of the Wardens, or the committee 
chair for which the expense occurred. These forms can be found in the office or on the table with 
the mailboxes. Any questions can be directed to the Wardens or Treasurer.  


Be extra-creative and hopeful this Advent. Join with a global 
community in celebrating a spiritual theme everyday.Visit 
Adventword @ https://adventword.org/en/how-i-advent-word/
how-it-works/.  Share and reflect upon what Christ’s birth 
means to you in this season of anticipatory celebration. Create 
your own posts and poems and offer them on Facebook, 

Birthdays in December Anniversaries in December

1- Abigail Cummings 2- Peter and Pauline Hesbacher

3- Pauline Hesbacher 13- Deb and Michael Noll

7- Diane Reabuck 27- Mark and Deb Shipe

12- David Salwocki

13- Pam Kanaskie

14- Edward Deskie

15- Jessica Cooper

20- Catherine Stobo
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Instagram, Twitter.(#AdventWord)  Look for updates on our Facebook Page

Vestry Meeting Minutes for October 2019 

Present: Father Jim, Debra Noll, Dave Peterson, Erin Ryan, Kathy Sidler, Michelle 
Walczak, and Jen Patterson.


Opening: Father Jim opened with a reflection of today’s Gospel.  


Approval of Minutes: minutes of the September meeting were approved via motion 
made by Debra and seconded by Michelle. Motion carried 6/0/0.


REPORTS: 

Priest in Charge: 

A.The Parish is doing generally well. We have a few folks with medical issues. 
Attendance is slightly down. Halloween 


A.Attended Kanuga conference, Subject was how to better use resources in the 
neighborhood and with other churches. 


A.St John’s Bible Training took place at St. John’s University., which our team 
attended.


A.Attended Howie’s Installation in Delaware. 


A.Jim will not be attending Fire and Water as planned.


Senior Warden Report:  

A.Cooperative Circle: 

Now known as “Shaped by Faith”, I’ve attended several meetings lately both 
convocational, and local. Most of our work has been with St. Paul’s, Bloomsburg. 
Much work still needs to be done. We are planning joint Vestry Meetings in the future, 
possibly as soon as next month. There is a link to a survey in the latest Cornerstone 
PLEASE EVERONE TAKE THE SURVEY, you do not need to put your name on it but 
make sure you put church name.


A.Cemetery Trust: 

We met with Fulton Finical and inquired if it would be possible to get another 1% draw 
from the Cemetery Trust Fund, in order to help with Shaped by Faith. It is possible but 
we would need to make a good case for the increase and submit it to Fulton. We will 
pursue this later.
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A.Budget: 

The Finance Chair has asked that I assist in the budget process again this year, I have 
agreed. We will be working on the 2020 budget and will need input ASAP, in order to 
have a preliminary package for the November meeting. 


Junior Warden Report: 

A.The water meter and backflow device has been installed.


A.Miscellaneous minor repairs have been made.


A.The Church sign that PennDOT Wanted removed has been taken down.


Cemetery Committee: 

A.When Fulton Financial was here they gave us all the maps/plot plans for 
cemetery.


Advertising: 


A.Creating postcards. Bookmarks and posters for the St. John’s Bible.


A.The 2020 budget should allow for more advertising.


Missions and Outreach:


A.The Committee met last week to finalize the remaining projects.


Treasurers Report: 

Doug provided us with the following information:


A.Currently rebuilding the books from the computer crash, currently up to May.

A.Informed us about the need to update the signature cards at the bank and stated 
that we would need a motion/resolution for this. Erin moved that Dave, Michelle, 
and Tom be signatures, seconded by Deb. Motion approved 6/0/0.

A.Inquired about the need for a credit card in order to reduce reimbursements. 
Kathy made a motion to obtain 2 credit cards, one for the office and one for 
Michelle, cards are to have a transaction limit of $2,500.00, seconded by Jenn. 
Motion approved 6/0/0.

A.Inquired as to the status of the distribution from the Danville Area Foundation. 
Victor is following up on this.

A.Expects to have the pledge statements by the end of the month. These were also 
held up by the computer crash.
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Old Business:


A.Cannon’s Dan and Chris would like CMEC to take a leadership roll in Shaped by 
Faith. They also encourage everyone to take the on-line survey.


A.The Youth calendar is loaded with activities.


A.We expect to receive the St. Joh’s Bible along with artwork on October21st. We 
will be hosting an all-day event on All Saints Day, November 3rd. Cannon Chris will 
be here to preach at our service. This is when we will “Roll Out” the St. John’s 
Bible.


A.Erin and Jim will be attending the convention. Main topic will be Shaped by Faith.


A.We are looking to fill our Vestry back up to 9 members, as there should be some 
major topics to attend to over the next year or two.


A.We need any and all budget line item requests for 2020 ASAP as we have begun 
the budget process.


A.The Stewardship Campaign will be starting soon, and we’ll need a chairperson.


New Business:


A.We are looking at a combined service and meal with St. Paul’s Bloomsburg, 
possibly during Advent.


Closing: 

Circle Way Check out and Lord’s Prayer 


Time and Date of next meeting: November 10th @ 12:00 Noon.


Motion to Adjourn made by Michelle, seconded by Erin, carried 6/0/0, Adjourned 2:15 
Pm. 


Submitted by


David N. Peterson III (Electronically signed) David N. Peterson III, SW
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December 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

11st Advent 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir 

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

2:00 PM Tea and 
Testament

2

7:00-9:00 PM 
Frosty Friends 
(Community 
Room)


3 4

6:00 PM 
Advent Potluck 
Soup Supper

7:00 PM Silent 
Meditation 

5 6 7

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank

8 2nd Advent 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir 

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

11:45 AM Vestry


9
 10
 11

6:00 PM 
Advent Potluck 
Soup Supper

7:00 PM Silent 
Meditation

7:00 PM Penn 
Writers

12
 13 14

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


15 3rd Advent

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir

10:30 AM 
Eucharist


16 17

6:00 PM

Way of the 
Rosary

18

6:00 PM 
Advent Potluck 
Soup Supper

19
 20
 21

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


22 4th Advent

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

4:30 PM Solstice 
Worship

23
 24

Christmas 
Eve 
3:30 PM 
Carol Singing

4:00 PM 
Family 
Worship

8:00 PM 
Candlelight 
Eucharist

25

Christmas 
Day 
10:00 AM 
Christmas 
Eucharist

26
 27
 28

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


29 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

10:30 AM 
Lessons and 
Carols

30
 31
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