
www.christmemorialepiscopal.org July/August 2019

THE CORNERSTONE 
The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 
is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes 
justice for the orphan and the widow, and who 
loves the strangers, providing them food and 
clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall 
fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall 
worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his 
name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is 
your God, who has done for you these great and 
awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 
Deuteronomy 10:17-21 

Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. (U.S. Constitution – Frist Amendment)


Wholeheartedness captures the essence of a fully examined emotional life, and 
a liberated heart, one that is free and vulnerable enough to love and be loved. 
And a heart that is equally free and vulnerable to be broken and hurt. (Brown, 
2018) 

Americans celebrate independence this coming week. July 4th is our annual 
festival thanking the nation’s founders who drafted the Declaration of 
Independence and battled against the King of England. 56 men declared that 
God equally created all people (sic). An independent nation’s citizens possess 
providential rights for living happily. (U.S., 1776)


Liberty and justice are not just 
legislative principles. Moses, 
in the Deuteronomic Code, 
commands the Israelites to 
be righteous, just, and 
charitable – especially for 
marginalized persons. Jesus 
of Nazareth uses The Torah 
as his teachings’ foundation 
regarding life in God’s Reign.  

He commands his disciples to love peace, share 
resources, and attend to the beloved 
community’s needs. He also provokes them and 
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us to love our enemies.  Such love requires courage, faith, and a freedom from many perils 
impacting our personal and shared lives. 


Liberty is, furthermore, not just a theological principle.  Freedom from sin and evil provide 
much more than ethical principles. Freedom offers us health and well-being. Therefore, human 
beings seek to be free from many things besides oppressive imperial rule or strict adherence to 
biblical laws. We strive to rid ourselves of pain, ancestral grief, prejudice in all its forms, and 
any number of other unresolved conditions.  We (sub)consciously avoid, disavow, and 
disengage from disdainful, fearful thoughts and actions.  


Here’s one example.


At its core, the opioid addiction epidemic we are witnessing is people’s reaction to the 
economic, psychological, physical suffering they are experiencing. “Diseases of Despair” are 
causing declines in U.S. life expectancies. We live in a “free” nation. Seemingly, many people 
aren’t independently happy.  In 2016, the Center of Disease Control reported that 88,000 
deaths were linked to alcohol abuse. 63,500 citizens died because of drug-related causes 
(two-thirds of these involved opioids). And, almost 45,000 other citizens committed suicide. 
(Cohen, 2018). Those numbers add up to almost 200,00 people who died despairingly. They 
didn’t feel and/or believe that their future and freedom offered them a better life than they were 
living. That’s tragic! Less than 5,000 U.S. military personnel died during the Revolutionary War.  
(Megan Crigger and Laura Santhanam, 2015). How costly should our national liberty be? How 
may we become more free and thereby empower our friendly and adversarial neighbors alike to 
enjoy better independence and joy.


Independence and freedom aren’t synonyms.  
Christians are not independent of their 
responsibilities and citizenship in Christ’s union 
with God and our neighbors. 


I’ve dedicated time this summer considering what 
imprisons me? What behaviors, thoughts, and 
feelings keep me bound in psycho-spiritual 
chains.  What, if anything can I do to enhance my 
own well-being and freedom to positively impact 
the people around me and the broader world. 


I’m praying and acting upon a few concepts. First, I accept Jesus Christ’s redemption of my 
life. God be-loves me as well as everyone and everything God creates and is creating.  Liberty 
isn’t an economic or political declaration of independence.  Liberty is a divinely inspired truth.  
God abides with us as we suffer, smile, hide, and stand boldly. Our pledge of allegiance begins 
and ends in the life God gives us, Christ redeems for us, and The Holy Spirit nourishes for us. 
Living as a Christian disciple is to discover as Jesus did the what and why God has given us 
the precious life to give and share. Faith, hope, and sacrificial and abiding love are the 
ingredients for living freely and allowing our soul to breathe.


Second, we abide in God’s grace – regardless of our social class, national citizenship, ethnic 
heritage, gender/sexual orientation or any number of other human constructs. God did not sort 
us into tribes. We’ve chosen that inclination. Christians who profess nationalistic, racial 
privileges should re-read the Deuteronomistic Code and Beatitudes. God unifies us together, 
without uniformity. Each of us possesses unique yet similar characteristics like water droplets 
in the ocean. We possess inherent virtues and holy ideas. (Daniels, 2016). Our Christian 
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purpose in this free economy is not to become the wealthiest person or the politician with the 
most power. Rather, we are called to be righteous, peaceful, kind, devout, and aware 
constantly of God’s presence. This is impossible independently; so, we interact with God and 
other people of faith to make this life more enjoyable (not happy) and influential in God’s Reign. 
We are one in God’s Spirit. Our gifts of contemplation, mercy and honesty free us up to 
become more truly who God intends us to be. 


All of us here at Christ Memorial benefit from many unseen and undeserved blessings. All of us 
are holding something inside of us that imprisons us and separates us from God’s and one 
another’s love. I hope that these summer months provide you time to be thankful as well as 
aware of the full nature of your life. I pray that our worship, fellowship, and common life 
continues to invite us to live more wholeheartedly and courageously in the freedom of God’s 
Grace.  


Blessings along The Way, Jim


Appalachian Camino 
On Sunday June 23, Abby and I did the first day of the Appalachian Camino, 10.6 miles on the 
Appalachian Trail organized and led by the Diocese. We had a great time, even if it was pretty 
tough going at a couple of stretches. Abby led the way, setting the pace, and a blistering pace 
it was! We finished the hike a little over 6 hours after we started, including two stops along the 
way for food and water refills.


The spirit of the day, and the group, was 
strong. It was a great way to connect with 
the larger Church in a unique and beautiful 
setting. While we were unable to join the 
group for the entire week, and reap the 
benefits of spending a longer time 
immersed in the fellowship, it was a 
wonderful experience that we hope to be 
able to do again. 


Doug Cummings  
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At the end of the trail, there were still smiles!  

Three pairs of fathers and daughters on the 
first day.  
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Announcements and Upcoming Events: 

Food Bank: Over the Memorial Day weekend, a nightly national news channel shared an interesting 
but sad story that 1 in 5 children in this country will go to bed hungry. This is a very disturbing 
thought... a child in this “land of plenty” hungry! Over the last 5 years Mark and I  have made a 
financial commitment to the Central PA Food Bank. For our $50.00 monthly check 300 nutritional 
meals are given. If you are interested, please see their website (https://www.centralpafoodbank.org). 
Perhaps you may know personally a local opportunity in the Danville to serve this need. I will close 
with a very simple Bible verse from Matthew, “I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Peace be with you my friends, Deb 
Shipe. 


The Sunday School is looking for assistance. There are too many children! While this is a 
wonderful problem, help is needed. If you can help out with this important ministry, either with the 
little ones in the Nursery or with the Elementary aged children in the classroom, please talk to 
Susan Nunan or Father Jim.  


Tea and Testament time will be July 7th at 2:00 PM at the Altenbach home. 


The Way of the Rosary will be July 23rd at 6:00pm at the Altenbach home. 


Birthdays in July Birthdays in August

7- Jenn Patterson 7- Mary Ellen Bomboy

9- Richard Peirce 10- Margie Williams

9- Elmer Golla 14- Ronald J. Kanaskie

15- Madeline Latshaw 15- Michael Noll

19- Alexis Patterson 18- Mark T. Kessler

20- Deborah Shipe 20- Stephen Salwocki

24- Allison Jenkins 20- Marius Stobo

26- Glenn Strayer 22- Holly Hutchens

30- Joseph Koons 29- Doug Cummings
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Susquehanna Convocation 2019 Summer Visitation Schedule 

Hey there – The churches of the Susquehanna Convocation are teaming up to worship with one 
another this summer. Here’s the calendar of events: 


June 23- All Saints, Selinsgrove 10:00 AM 

June 30- St. Andrew’s, Lewisburg 10:00 AM 

July 7- Resurrection Mission- Mt. Carmel 10:00 AM 

July 14- St. Matthew’s, Sunbury- 8:00 and 10:30 AM 

July 21- St. Mark’s, Northumberland- 9:00 AM 

July 28- Christ, Milton- 10:45 AM 

August 11- St. Paul’s Bloomsburg- 10:30 AM 

August 18- Christ, Berwick- 9:30 AM 

There’s a little bit of an assignment for you to complete when you go. First, have fun! Second, be 
willing to share what you appreciate about their worship and their Christian offerings. Also, let them 
know of one thing that you think that all of us would be able to do better if we did it with one 
another. Listen to them too And, finally – let all of us know what surprised and invited you more 
deeply into your Christian faith. 


There will be another signup sheet in the Community Room for our folks to visit the other churches. 
We’re asking for two people from CMEC to visit the other churches as listed. It’s cool if a bigger 
group wants to go! Let Jim know if and when you’ll volunteer. 


A Year with The Saint John’s Bible – (History and Guiding Principles)


We will formally begin our Year with The Saint John’s Bible on Saturday August 3rd.  
Brad Neary will return to Christ Memorial to offer a half-day training session and 
everyone is invited. We ask that you please RSVP though so that we know how 
many training materials we need to request and how many folks will be eating 
lunch. Please contact Debbie Stayer if you plan on attending. 


Before then, we thought that you might like to know a little bit more about The 
Saint John’s Bible’s history and the reasons for its creation. Here is a bit of 
background.


Donald Jackson is a world-renowned calligrapher and has served as a scribe to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. His duties included creating official documents. 
However, he did not view this position as his life’s calling. (The Saint John's Bible, 
2019) From childhood, Jackson dreamed of creating a handwritten, illuminated 
Bible. 


“In making the Bible as a celebration of the Word of God for the twenty-first century in 
modern scripts, I realise it is the thing I have been preparing for all my life.” (Jackson, 
2019, p. para. 6)


Jackson acted upon his dream in 1995.He was visiting Saint John’s University in 
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Minnesota. He approached Fr. Eric Hollas, OSB – then director of the Executive Director of the Hill 
Monastic Manuscript Library and member of the Saint John’s Benedictine Abbey. Hollas in turn 
proposed the idea to the abbey’s monastic community. The monks discerned that this was a 
millennial project worthy of their support. They officially commissioned the project and sought to 
fund it in 1998. (The Saint John's Bible, 2019) 


From the project’s launch till now, The Saint John’s Bible’s visionaries, artists, and supporters 
have devoted themselves to 6 principles. These principles are:


Ignite Imagination – Collaborators sought to produce an artful Bible capable of igniting the 
spiritual imagination of believers throughout the world.


Glorify God’s Word - Biblical illumination peers upon God Word and transforms the Word into 
complementary art forms. Artists and calligraphers employing illustration, color and design. 
The Saint John's Bible’s creation offers a prophetic spiritual witness to the Word of God’s glory 
as well as to humankind's God-given dignity.


Revive Tradition - Middle Ages monasteries produced creative leaven in church and social 
communities. They served as centers of culture and learning by keeping the tradition of 
scriptural reading alive. They preserved the larger human family’s biblical wisdom. It is this 
tradition that the Saint John’s Community revived Their commissioning of a handwritten, 
illuminated Bible, brought life to a tradition that had been nearly dormant since the fifteenth 
century. 


Discover History - The Saint John's Bible allows art and 
cultural historians as well as guests opportunities to 
(re)discover the artistic process of illuminating sacred 
texts that was once a core activity of human civilization.


Foster the Arts - The Saint John's Bible’s spiritually artistic 
themes reflect the cultural context both of Saint John's 
and contemporary society. The Saint John's Bible’s 
supporters (including us at Christ Memorial) intend for the 
bible to be a source of artistic vitality inside and outside 
traditional church boundaries.


Give Voice - The Saint John's Bible s provides voice and 
expression to unprivileged and marginalized community. 
The Saint John's Bible links to numerous artistic and 
religious commentaries. It offers contemporary as well as traditional Christian images as well as 
other images, other interpretations and understandings. The Saint John’s Bible communities actively 
invite various groups to contribute to The Saint John's Bible thereby extending the arms of churches 
to the marginalized in the true spirit of Christianity. (The Saint John's BIble, 2019)


There is lots more information on The Saint John Bible’s Website, including an interesting 
video documentary. Join Debbie, her planning team, and Jim as they dream a vision into being 
for The Saint John’s Bible’s presence at Christ Memorial. Make sure to sign up for the training 
in August!
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 CMEC Vestry Meeting 
May 14, 2019 
Present: Father Jim, Dave Peterson, Erin Ryan, Michelle Walczak, Tom Dulsky, Kathy Sidler, 
Jennifer Patterson, Doug Cummings

Opening: Father Jim opened with prayer and Easter-tide-Gospel Reflection.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the April meeting on April 14th were previously 
distributed.  Motion made by Dave and seconded by Kathy to accept minutes as submitted. 
Motion passed 6/0/0.

Reports:  


1.Rectors Report:  
Written Report is as follows:


•Holy Week

oAttendance Down from 2 previous years


♣Easter Vigil attendance @ St. Paul’s was also less than before.

oEaster Day attendance increased slightly.

oWill review the worship and program activities and consider revisions for next year 


♣Collaborative services between Episcopal and/or Lutheran churches, 
Dinner Church for Maunday Thursday. 


♣Is attendance the most important factor(s)? If not, what is/are?

♣Recent and Upcoming Events


oLow Sunday Church – Children’s Service

oSaint John’s Bible

oWeddings x 3

oSpring Convocation Meeting – here – 6/18 @ 7 pm


♣Hospitality

oSummer Opportunities


♣Flash Mob attendance throughout convocation.

♣Enjoyed a couple of days at the beach in Delaware


oThankful for time w/ Howie every other week or thereabouts.

oIncreased pastoral calls since last vestry meeting.


oFunerals at St. Paul’s Bloomsburg

oConfidential meetings and Rites of Reconciliation in this and other congregations.


oFacilitated a meeting with Lutherans and Episcopalians in Bloomsburg on May 1st

oAttended a second meeting between St. Paul’s and CMEC.


oHow do churches best synergize with one another?

oWhat issues exist in our neighborhoods and towns that we should be engaging 

with our Christian worship and presence.

♣More from Michelle and Dave.


oShaping our Faith program being rolled out in Oct./Nov.

oEducational Opportunities


oCEEP Retreat – Kanuga, North Carolina – Sept ‘19

oFire and Ice – Peebles, OH – October – 19 

oSaint John’s Bible “Deep Dive” July 19


oSubmitting Application for Canon for Mission Development and Innovation

oDue to the diocese on May 17th


*Discussion was held about meeting with congregations and Canon Dan. 
- Dave suggested moving forward with the possibility of sharing a secretary/
administrative assistant with St. Paul’s, Bloomsburg. 
- Erin also suggested that we could move forward with the idea of sharing a secretary/
administrative assistant. 
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-Michelle stated how the overall feeling of the meeting was that we can talk, but can’t act 
on ideas. 
-Cannon Dan shared that he would like all congregations in Diocese to be present.  He 
also suggested that congregations that collaborate will be supported.   

a.Senior Warden:  
b.Meetings 

•Dave and Father Jim attended two meetings that dealt with the collaboration of 
congregations. 

c.Door Project 
•Dave reported that the door project is finally complete. 


d.
Written report is as follows:

a.Christ Memorial Doors and Security:


• Community Room door is wired and programmed.

- Currently programmed to be open Saturday mornings for the Diaper Bank.

- Members of congregation who host the Diaper Bank have access to this 
door.

- Hospitality chair has access to this door as well for events that may be 
hosted.

- Community room door fob access scanner was faulty and replaced.

- Lock changed- wardens and priest have a key.


*   Pine Street Door is wired for programming and the camera and doorbell   

function are all operational

-All members of Vestry have fob access to this door.

-All members of Altar Guild have fob access to this door.

-Currently programmed to be open Saturday mornings for the Train Program.

-Currently programmed to be open from 0730- 1230 Sundays for services.

-Bob Bomboy- Train Program, Frosty Valley Dulcimers, Penn writers, Scott’s 

Florist, and Dempsy’s have access to this door during select times.

-Secretary can view who is ringing doorbell and allow entry into the building.

-Lock changed- wardens and priest have a key.

•Market Street (Red Doors)

-Currently has opener on the left-hand side- as you enter the church.

-Once unlocked, will open automatically when the door is pulled.

-Will stay open for approximately 30 seconds to allow handicap entry.

-Inner doors have chain tie-backs that should be secured open for services to 

allow handicapped individuals to enter the second doorway.

•Capabilities

-Programming of the Pine street door to be unlocked for events- requesting 24-

hour notice to Dave or me.

-Programming of doors to be unlocked for special services, such as Holy Week, 

funerals.

•Red Market street door to be removed and reconditioned for ease of opening.

-Contract received from Jeremiah Asper, contractor, and signed, initial payment 

sent.

-Awaiting scheduling.


a.Future expansion of door project

-Panic bars and capability to lock Market street red doors.

-New locks and hardware for west entrance doors (back of sanctuary)


a.Roof Flashing Repair
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- Insurance claim opened

-Fiske asked for quote for repair

-Asked Jeremiah Asper for second quote


a.Seeking new contractor for replacement of windows in rectory.

b.Seeking new plumber for replacement of water faucet outside rectory.    

c.Landscaping work started by Jon Vella


- Pansies planted.

-Corner garden hostas divided.

-Three trees purchased by Fr. Jim planted in yard and side of rectory.

-Additional annuals will be planted May 20.

-Brick walkway and patio refinishing will be started May 27.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michelle A. Walczak


a.Cemetery:  
•First payment made to Cardinal Glass.  They have the key to the mausoleum and it 

will take 5 to 6 months to complete the work. 
b.Advertising:   

•Over the past 28 days, we had 91 visitors and most are returning visitors to our 
website. 

•Jen mentioned that in the Danville paper, the mass times were incorrect. 
a.

•They are meeting on Sunday.  A family is requesting assistance with medical bills.

b.

Written report is as follows:

April Financial Highlights:

- Several large bills are due in April and May, primarily the HVAC system for the rectory and the 
long-awaited finishing of the doors project. To meet those costs, $20,000 was transferred over 
from the money market account to the checking account.

-The Realm program is up and running. I will give a brief demonstration of what it can do 
during the meeting, but I would ask that each member of the vestry sign up. We will start doing 
the collection plate counting in the next several months, once the directory is populated and 
people are comfortable using it. You will need an account to do the data entry. It will allow us to 
track who is doing the counting and people will be able to see what they donated instantly. It 
also allows for online giving and making your giving automatic through your bank accounts. I 
am hoping this will make pledges more reliably filled. (link to sign up https://onrealm.org/
ChristMemorialE/Register)

Respectfully Submitted,

Doug Cummings


a.:

•A meeting needs to be set up with Victor.


 OLD BUSINESS:

a.St. Paul’s/CMEC/Christ Church-Berwick/Mission Mt. Carmel Circle- 

•More meetings will occur in this collaborative effort. 
b.Youth Formation- 

•Jen discussed the meeting she attended.

•There is a small group that pulls things together for the youth. No paid positions 

and they are working with a very small budget.  They are going to put a budget together 
and meet with the bishop.  Talked about camps.  Where to have them?


•Father Jim’s observation is that putting things together is a challenge because our 
families are juggling different activates.  

a.Parish Administrator- 
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•Someone will discuss with Patty.

NEW BUSINESS: 

a.A Year with St. John’s Bible 
•Price tag $15,000- includes bible, container you take it around with, 

presentations from group at St. John’s University and Programs, Digital Images from the 
volume and six framed illuminations from the bible to keep. 

•Discussion was held. 
•Erin and Dave will make an informational letter to send to congregation 

members to inform them about this opportunity and gather their thoughts and feelings. 
• Father Jim will mention it at mass and we will revisit in June. 

a.Youth Day at Knoebels- 
•Father Jim will call them up and explain that we are not taking a leadership role 

in the event.

b.Summer Workshop Schedule: 

•Sunday subject worship schedules

•Vacation Bible School- Participate with two Lutheran Churches this year?  

Doug will take the phone number and follow up.

a.Next Meeting: June 9th, 2019 @ 12:00 Noon 

Respectfully Submitted by:

Tom Dulsky
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July 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

7:00 PM Penn 
Writers

4 5 6

10:00-12:00

Trains

7 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

9:30 AM Choir

10:00 AM Visit 
Resurrection 
Mission 

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

2:00 PM Tea and 
Testament

8

7:00-9:00 PM 
Frosty Friends 
(Community 
Room)


9
 10
 11
 12 13

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


14

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation 

10:30 AM 

Eucharist

10:30 AM Visit St. 
Matthews

6:00 PM Vestry 
Meeting 

15 16
 17
 18
 19
 20

10:00-12:00

Trains


21

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

9:00 AM Visit St. 
Mark’s

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

22
 23

6:00 PM Way 
of the Rosary 
(Altenbach’s)

24 25
 26
 27

10:00-12:00

Trains

28 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

10:45 Visit

Christ Milton

29
 30
 31
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August 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

10:00-12:00

Trains

10:00 AM

St. John’s 
Bible Training

4 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

9:30 AM Choir

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

2:00 PM Tea and 
Testament

5

7:00-9:00 PM 
Frosty Friends 
(Community 
Room)


6
 7

7:00 PM Penn 
Writers

8
 9 10

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


11

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation 

10:30 AM 

Eucharist

10:30 AM Visit 

St. Paul’s

6:00 PM Vestry 
Meeting 

12 13
 14
 15
 16
 17

10:00-12:00

Trains


18

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

9:30 AM Visit 

Christ Berwick

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

19
 20

6:00 PM Way 
of the Rosary 
(Altenbach’s)

21 22
 23
 24

10:00-12:00

Trains


25 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

26
 27
 28


 


29 30 31

10:00-12:00

Trains
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