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THE CORNERSTONE 
The souls of those who do what is right are in 
God’s hand. They won’t feel the pain of 
torment.  To those who don’t know any better, it 
seems as if they have died. Their departure from 
this life was considered their misfortune. 3 Their 
leaving us seemed to be their destruction, but in 
reality they are at peace.  It may look to others as 
if they have been punished, but they have the 
hope of living forever. (Wisdom 3: 1-4 – Common 
English Bible) 

We begin November by connecting with our 
mortal endings, death. Episcopalians celebrate 
All Saints Day on November 1st (or November’s 
First Sunday). All Saints is our annual 
opportunity to thank God for known and 
unknown saints alike. Christopher Zampaloni 
describes saints as “[persons] who have come 
before, all those with us now, and all of those yet 
to come who have obeyed the commands of God at all 
costs.” (Zampaloni, 2012).  November 2nd provides us a 
similar yet more specific feast day.  Commemoration of All 
Faithful Departed or “All Souls Day” is an extension of All 
Saints Day.  Beginning in the 10th Century, The Church 
adopted this custom for congregations to remember the 
vast number of faithful persons who God redeems through 
Jesus Christ and who are most likely unknown in The 
Church’s wider fellowship.  All Soul’s Day is a special day 
for recalling our deceased family members and friends. 
(Church Pension Fund, 2000) . In sum, both 1

feasts open a window into how we more fully 
live, die, and become reborn as God’s children.


The lesson that I’ve mentioned at this article’s 
beginning is from The Old Testament Book of 
Wisdom (or simply Wisdom). We don’t read from 
it very often on Sundays.  However, we do read 
this passage on either (or both) All Saints Day 
and/or Commemoration of All Faithful Departed.  
I frequently suggest this lesson to individuals 

  The Aztecs, Maya, and Toltec indigenous tribes of Mexico and Central America actually brought 1

this celebration into being many decades before Spanish military forces and colonialists arrived 
there with their Roman Catholic celebrations of All Saints and All Souls Day. (Anderson, 2016)

�1

“The same stone which the builders 
rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone.”  
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Christ Memorial Episcopal Church 
156 East Market Street
Danville, PA 17821
Office email: cmecdanville@ptd.net 
Tel: 570-275-3903
Priest in Charge: Father Jim Strader-Sasser
Father Jim’s email: cmecjim@ptd.net
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
christmemorialepiscopal/

The Tree of Life - Torah and Wisdom

mailto:cmecdanville@ptd.net
mailto:cmecjim@ptd.net
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
http://www.christmemorialepiscopal.org
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/what-is-the-tree-of-life-etz-chaim/
mailto:cmecdanville@ptd.net
mailto:cmecjim@ptd.net
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
http://www.facebook.com/christmemorialepiscopal/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/what-is-the-tree-of-life-etz-chaim/
https://www.commonenglishbible.com/explore/passage-lookup/?query=Wisdom+3%3A+1-9
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/all-saints-day
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/all-faithful-departed-commemoration
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/all-faithful-departed-commemoration
http://www.textweek.com/apocrypha/wisdom.htm
http://www.textweek.com/apocrypha/wisdom.htm
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/all-faithful-departed-commemoration


www.christmemorialepiscopal.org November 2018

and families who are planning for their own or another family member’s burial service. It 
emphasizes the relationship between a believer’s righteousness and God’s faithful covenant 
with them.  Michael Kolarchik, S.J. writes that God’s gift of wisdom makes it humanly possible 
to live justly and receive God’s friendship.  Kolarchik adds that righteous people live with 
integrity, oppose evil, and offer optimism against injustice. The Book of Wisdom’s author does 
not deny the realities or pain associated with such conflict.  In fact, he or she relates it to the 
image of gold being purified in fire.  A moral person, a “saint’” expresses the quality of her or 
his character through their action. They manifest a holy life through the consequences of their 
compassionate deeds. (Michael Kolarcilk, 1997)


We will read and listen to the 
Wisdom lesson at our 
Commemoration of All Faithful 
Departed and Confirmation 
service on Nov. 2nd.  I’ve 
specifically included it along with 
an invitation for confirmands and 
worshippers alike to bring an 
object reminding them of one of 
their beloved saints. This object 
might be of a saint such as St. 
Francis, John The Baptist, or 
some other well-known Christian. 
Maybe not, maybe it is a photo of a dead (grand)parent, aunt or uncle, school teacher, or 
another beloved person who was and is inspirational to us and faithful to God. In all such 
cases. their presence alongside of us transforms our lives and the world beyond us. The saints 
beckon us to live beyond our selfish, secular desires. It is from this wellspring where becoming 
a confirmed Christian takes on deeper purpose.


What does it mean to express our mature Christian faith as we do when a bishop confirms us? 
What saintly actions do we recommit ourselves to when we renew our baptismal covenants. 
What sort of wisdom do we offer in our vows. Here’s a summary:


•Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?


•Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?


•Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers?


•Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, 

•Whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

•Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

•Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?


Our responses are “we do.” We accept these responsibilities, and, with God’s help, we will 
accomplish them. Expressing a mature faith in Jesus Christ means encountering crosses of 
evil, death, persecution, and hatred in our human life.  


Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, because they will be fed until 
they are full.  (Matthew 5:6)
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I interpret this beatitude to say that there are countless opportunities for us to make difficult 
choices in terms of practicing our faith. Indeed, how we renounce evil and proclaim The Gospel 
is vital to our Christian life I pray that we all will mutually consider how we will more fully 
become the saints of Christ Memorial Church throughout the month of November and into the 
Advent of the coming new year.


Blessings along The Way, Jim


Announcements and Upcoming Events: 

Advent Celebration: We're gathering after worship on Dec. 3rd to eat and enjoy one another's 
company as well as perhaps share Christ's love with people outside of our doors. We're also going 
to share a meal. Our plans are to create advent wreaths for you to take home as well as to decorate 
our community room. We can make gingerbread houses, advent calendars and any other sort of 
craft that people in our community are familiar with and willing to share. I'd like to put together a 
board of prayers that we will display and contemplate about for four weeks. Join us Sunday - Dec. 
2nd - following 10:00 am worship (approx 11:30). There will be a signup sheet in the Community 
Room for you to indicate how many of your family and friends will join us. This celebration might be 
just the opportunity to invite some of your friends or family members who usually don't worship on 
Sundays with us to be with us in one of our community's events. If you can assist, please contact 
Father Jim. 


Christ Walk: Have you ever wondered what it would have been like to walk with Jesus? Jesus and 
his disciples walked throughout their ministry. Christ Walk is a program that leads you though 
various routes in the Bible during 40 days. It was originally designed by an Episcopalian, who 
happens to also be a nurse, as a Lenten program. It is a plan that challenges your mind, body and 
spirit. You can complete it in a variety of ways- walking, or running, other forms of exercise that you 
may enjoy, or through household and daily activities. 


Things you will need:

The Christ Walk book (Michelle Walczak can order all books on Amazon)

A pedometer or fitness tracker

A tablet or journal


If you would like to join the Journey, get in touch with Michelle Walczak


Tea and Testament time will be November 4th at 2:00 PM at the Altenbach home. 


The Way of the Rosary will be November 20th at 6:00pm at the Altenbach home.


Priest’s Office Hours: Jim is usually in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
However it is best to schedule and appointment with him if you seek dedicated time to talk. He’s 
happy to meet at Boil Line, Old Forge, your home or elsewhere- just email him to set up a time 
together. 


Expense Reimbursement: In order to be reimbursed for any expenses you incur on behalf of the 
Church, you need to complete the “Request for Payment or Reimbursement” form. Please attach 
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the invoice/sales receipt to the form. Approval is needed from one of the Wardens, or the committee 
chair for which the expense occurred. These forms can be found in the office or on the table with 
the mailboxes. Any questions can be directed to the Wardens or Parish Administrator.  


Father Jim will be attending 
the program Invite, Welcome, 
Connect on November 10th in 
Harrisburg, along with several 
other members of the 
congregation. If you are 
interested in this learning more 
about this important area of 
ministry, please let Father Jim 
know if you can join him.  

Birthdays in November Anniversaries in November

5- Tom Nunan 26- LeRoy and Pat Stauffer

10- Bradley Cummings

17- Stacey Cummings

17 Ursula Kessler

20- Victor Koons

26- Beth Martinson
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Vestry Minutes for September 9. 2018 

Present: Father Jim, Barb Rhoades, Becky Sutherland, Dave Peterson, Erin Ryan, Michelle 
Walczak, Kathy Sidler, Greg Harvey (Treasurer).


Opening: Father Jim opened by explaining “The Circle Way”, he also said the Collect of the 
Day. 


Approval of Minutes: The Minutes from both the June and July’s meetings were previously 
distributed, Motion made by Kathy and seconded by Becky to accept both minutes as 
submitted. Motion passed 6/0/0.


Reports: 

1.Rectors Report: A Thank You was received from the Bishop for the great time she had 
during, her recent visit. A Thank You was also received from the Ackerman Family for the 
service and support for Pat. Father Jim is working on an All Saints Baptism/Confirmation, 
likely to be held November 2nd, this will be confirmed ASAP and details will be posted. The 
Diaper Bank will remain at CMEC for the time being. Father Jim continues to make Pastoral 
Visits as needed.


1.Senior Warden: Dave continues to drop in on committee meetings to give support from 
the vestry. Has been working with Michelle on the door/security project.


1.Junior Warden: Michelle reported the door project should begin in late September. The 
written report is as follows:


Junior Warden Report 

June, July, August 2018 

The following were accomplished:


•Yard and breezeway clean-up took place- weeded flower beds, shrubs trimmed


•Old shed was removed and new shed purchased and placed in yard


•Newer mower revitalized and old mower removed from yard


•Old gas grill removed from yard


•Flower bed on alley-side of rectory weeded


•Natural weed-killer applied to brick walkway in yard


•Compost bin for kitchen and compost system for rectory yard purchased and installed


•Weed and Feed applied to lawn and surrounding grass areas


•Air conditioners and heating systems cleaned and inspected by Leighow’s.


•Electrical outlets in rectory repaired by SRS Electric
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•Air conditioner unit in basement of rectory repaired by Leighow’s


•Toilet at Pine Street entrance repaired


•Fire extinguishers and smoke detectors inspected and replaced as necessary


•Microphones for clergy replaced and/or repaired


•Cabinet in church office fell from wall- damaged and removed


•Landscaping contract with J and D landscaping clarified- they then weeded and mulched 
all flower beds at the church and rectory


•Dogwood tree on Pine Street side of breezeway and lilac bush on alley-side of rectory 
trimmed by Susquehanna Tree Care Service


•Air conditioning/heating units assessed by Leighow’s- estimate for replacement received


Upcoming plans:


•Door project scheduled to be started in September.


•Replace damaged free-standing canopy


•Schedule work party to redo the brick walkway and patio in the yard


•Explore new solution for cabinet that was damaged in the church office


Respectfully Submitted,


Michelle A. Walczak


1.Cemetery: Becky continues following up on the Insurance/Trust for the Mausoleum. A 
quote has been submitted to repair the stain glass window at the Mausoleum and is being 
processed.


1.Advertising:  Father Jim reported that the Pamphlet will be available in PDF format so 
that we can include it on our website.


1.The current budget status was reviewed, a few line items are running over budget, we 
need to keep an eye on these items. The $70,000+ has been received from the Central 
Susquehanna Foundation. The $70,000 has been transferred into the Money Market 
Account.  We will be looking into creating an endowment that would issue grants to meet 
community needs. Many details will need to be worked out and will be separate from the 
Outreach efforts.


1.The Finance report was combined with the treasurer’s report. Dave made a motion to 
accept the Treasure/Finance Report Seconded by Erin, Motion Approved 6/0/0.


OLD BUSINESS: 

1.Parish Audit: A date has not been set but will take place ASAP. At this time QuickBooks 
has been reconsolidated, and all accounts balanced.  
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1.Parish Administrator: Father Jim has completed the interim evaluation, and all is 
meeting or exceeding expectations, in accordance with our hiring agreement the salary 
recommended to be increased. Motion made by Becky to increase the salary seconded by 
Michelle, Motion approved 6/0/0. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.Next Meeting: October 14, 2018 @ 12:00 PM 

Submitted by:


David N. Peterson III


 

“For centuries, monastic 
communities have shaped their lives around rhythms and disciplines for following Jesus 
together. Such a pattern is known as a “Rule of Life.” The framework you now hold The Way of 
Love: Practices for Jesus-Centered Life — outlines a Rule for the Episcopal branch of the Jesus 
Movement.” 

Your brother in the Way of Jesus, The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Primate and Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church 

Download your brochure on the Episcopal Church’s Way of Love webpage. Look for more 
materials here at the church within the next few weeks!
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Behaving as God’s Children: Father Jim 
7 “But I say to you who are willing to hear: Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate 
you. 28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on 
the cheek, offer the other one as well. If someone takes your coat, don’t withhold your shirt 
either. 30 Give to everyone who asks and don’t demand your things back from those who take 
them. 31 Treat people in the same way that you want them to treat you. 32 “If you love those who 
love you, why should you be commended? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do 
good to those who do good to you, why should you be commended? Even sinners do that. 34 If 
you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, why should you be commended? Even 
sinners lend to sinners expecting to be paid back in full. 35 Instead, love your enemies, do 
good, and lend expecting nothing in return. If you do, you will have a great reward. You will be 
acting the way children of the Most High act, for he is kind to ungrateful and wicked 
people. 36 Be compassionate just as your Father is compassionate. (Luke 6: 27-36)


Here’s a real world example of such love –
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Subject to change, see the Facebook page and worship bulletins for more information. 

November 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

6:00 PM 
Confirmation 
Service

3

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


4

All Souls Sunday 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir 

10:00 AM 
Eucharist 

2:00 PM Tea and 
Testament 
(Altenbach’s)


5

7:00-9:00 PM 
Frosty 
Friends 
(Community 
Room)


6
 7
 8
 9 10

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank

Invite, 
Welcome, 
Connect


11

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir

10:00 AM 
Eucharist

11:30 AM Vestry


12 13
 14

11:00 AM 

Danville 
Ministerium 
Meeting

15
 16
 17

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


18

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir

10:00 AM 
Eucharist


19
 20

6:00 PM Way 
of the Rosary 
(Altenbach’s)

21
 22

Thanksgiving

23
 24

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


25

8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir

10:00 AM 
Eucharist

26
 27
 28
 29 30
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