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THE CORNERSTONE 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not 
up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully 
grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


I feel like we are already in Holy Week.  I learned 
yesterday that two people who were very kind 
and good died very early in their lives.  It is very 
sad when someone’s mortality ends before it 
seemingly should.


The first person was a teenager who was hit by a 
car as he was crossing the street.  He had been 
involved in a program at the parish I served in 
Cincinnati.  Harrison Avenue is very busy. The 
accident occurred in the middle of the afternoon. 
The driver was not impaired or speeding.  For 
one reason or another, Mamadu was in the street 
and a car hit him….and he died. He was 16 years old.


The second person is a young man who was born 
with numerous complications.  His parents cared for 
him at home as long as they could. Eventually they 
transferred Christopher to a residential care facility. 
Chris loved to ride therapeutic horses. People say he 
was joyous despite his poor health.  Victoria and 
Bruce loved him with all of their being.  Sadly, his 
health took another turn for the worse late last week. 
The parents elected to remove life support 
systems.  Chris died, surrounded by his loving 
family yesterday at noon. He was 28 years old. I 
will preside at his burial Eucharist at St. Paul’s – 
Bloomsburg this Saturday afternoon.


In both cases, I did not know these Christian 
brothers as well as I should like.


That’s how I feel about life and death these days. 
I’ve been on this planet for more than 60 years. I 
still feel like I don’t know much about it. I don’t 
know why we have an opioid addiction in this 
nation. This plague kills old, middle aged and 
young people. I don’t know why teenagers get 
hit by cars crossing the street. I don’t know what 
some people with poor health and good genes 
live to be 100. I don’t know what people with 
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great health and bad genes suffer as they do.  My faith, however minute it may be, states that 
somehow/someway all of this sorrow is held in God’s grace. My miniature trust in God today 
reminds me that The Way of The Cross leads through death to life, from mortality to 
immortality, from sadness to joy.  


It isn’t Holy Week yet. It isn’t far away though. We are alive as the temperatures outside warm 
up a bit. If you’re reading this message, you have eyes to see or someone to assist you who 
can read, or both.  The hub at the center of our faith is that God is among the living as well as 
with those who have died.  It is also true that we must encounter and suffer through many 
spiritual, physical, intellectual, and emotional sorrows in order to more fully commune with 
God, our neighbors, and ourselves. Richard Rohr writes: “Only by dying into God can we 
become one with God, letting go of everything that hinders us from God.” (Richard Rohr, 2019).


My hope for us as we travel into the complexities of life that we will recall that life: “Life is short 
and we have not too much time for gladdening the hearts of those who are traveling the dark 
way with us. Oh, be swift to love! Make haste to be kind.” (Amiel, 1885)


Please read more of the newsletter to learn more about what’s going on at Christ Memorial 
approaching and abiding in Holy Week. May we – in Christ’s Love shout alleluia on Easter Eve 
and morning. May life be renewed in all sorts of our conditions.


Blessings along The Way, Jim


Announcements and Upcoming Events:


Holy Week Worship Schedule:  
Palm Sunday: 8:00 AM Eucharist, 9:00 AM Reading of the Passion, 10:30 AM Eucharist 
Wednesday: 12:00 Eucharist, 5:30 Stations of the Cross @St. Paul's Bloomsburg 
Maundy Thursday: 7:00 PM Worship 
Good Friday: 7:00 PM Worship 
Holy Saturday:  8:00 PM Easter Vigil @St. Paul's Bloomsburg 
Easter Sunday: 10:00 AM Easter Service


Jubilee Kitchen: We will be cooking a meal for the Jubilee Kitchen Ministry on April 4, 2019. If you 
can assist, there will be a sign up sheet in the community room or talk to Becky Sutherland. 


The Sunday School is looking for assistance. There are too many children! While this is a 
wonderful problem, help is needed. If you can help out with this important ministry, either with the 
little ones in the Nursery or with the Elementary aged children in the classroom, please talk to 
Susan Nunan or Father Jim.  


Tea and Testament time will be April 14th at 2:00 PM at the Altenbach home. 


The Way of the Rosary will be April 23rd at 6:00pm at the Altenbach home.
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We received the following thank you from Hyatt Henretty:


To Whom it May Concern,  
 My name is Hyatt H. and your ministry has been helping with transportation to work. I wanted 
to express my appreciation as best I can on paper. If it was not for your help I would not be able to 
work at all. Wish I could do more to help you guys then just diaper give away. So anything you guys 
need help with please let me know please. Again thank you so much for all your help.  

 Sincerely, 
 Hyatt H.  

Special Congregation Forum (Sunday, April 7th – 9 am)

We are gathering for a special congregational meeting on 
April’s first Sunday. The meeting will happen at 9 a.m.  It is 
the first gathering for a trial period lasting from the end of 
Lent until Trinity Sunday, June 16th. During this time we will 
share communion at 8 am as we normally do. We’ll then 
meet at 9am until 10 am for Christian formation and 
fellowship. This program may take any number of forms. We 
might try sharing multi-generational learning. There may be 
folks who desire to form a circle. Jim may hold a bible or 
book study.  It is a time of exploratory faith nurturing. Our 

latter worship service will begin at 10:30 instead of 10:00 
a.m.  The format will remain the same as it has been except that Jim may through in a 
Children’s sermon or two from time-to-tome.


This coming Sunday we will discuss a couple of key topics. First, Michelle, Dave, and Jim we’ll 
seek out input from the congregation regarding hospitable and prudent congregational life.  

Birthdays in April Anniversaries in April

2- Ken Ackerman, Jr 11- Joe and Connie Koons

7- Connie Koons

8- Morgan Jenkins

9- Judy Clapp

10- Kelsey Stayer

11- Jane Gegenheimer

17- Judy Schreffler

18- Joanne Koshy Thomas

26- Anne Owens
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Michelle will offer background on the recently completed doors project. We will also discuss 
day-to-day, Sunday, and special event door policies. Next, Jim will seek out suggestions for 
the new Christian formation hour.  Palm Sunday’s 9 a.m. gathering will be the complete reading 
of Jesus’ Christ’s passion. We’ll seek out volunteers to speak certain roles. There will not be a 
Christian formation hour on Easter Sunday. 


The last topic is very important. Members of the 
vestry, wardens, and Jim will speak with the 
congregation about their recent meetings with 
leaders from St. Paul’s Bloomsburg, Christ 
Episcopal Church – Berwick, Bishop Scanlan, and 
Canon Morrow.  They will share their 
understanding of the diocese’s “Shaped by Faith” 
initiative as well as the transitional phases that we 
and churches near us are undertaking. What 
would it be like for Christ Memorial to become 

more fully collaborative with St. Paul’s? What Spirit-Led imaginative things might be better to 
achieve if we experimented sacramentally and in service to our neighbors.  We’re in the early 
phases of this endeavor. It is time to reason and vision with one another while also considering 
barriers too.  


Throughout Lent, Jim has spoken about the Prayer-Discipleship-Contemplation-Adaptation (P-
D-C-A) model.  This first meeting and the next few weeks will offer many opportunities to pray 
and play with this tool. Join in and share your ideas, hopes, fears, vision, and gifts as we move 
from Lent to Easter-tide. 

Vestry Minutes for February 10, 2019 

Present: Father Jim, Jennifer Patterson, Debra Noll, Dave Peterson, Erin Ryan, Michelle 
Walczak, Tom Dulsky


Opening: Father Jim opened with prayer and explained “The Circle Way”.


Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January meeting and the special meeting on 
January 27th were previously distributed.  Motion made by Erin and seconded by Michelle to 
accept both minutes as submitted. Motion passed 6/0/0.


Reports: 

1.Rectors Report:  

a.Annual Meeting: The annual congregational meeting was very successful. 

b.Valentine’s Day Flowers: Father Jim stated that he is grateful for the flowers that 
were placed on his desk for Valentine’s Day.   

c.Pastoral Care: Father Jim noted that there is a growing number of people who are in 
need of prayers.  Please add Kathy’s grandson to that list. 
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d.Personal Updates: Howie is packed up and will be departing Bloomsburg on 
February 18th.  His first Sunday preaching at his new calling will be the first Sunday in 
March.  Father Jim explained the process that he has gone through up to this point in time 
in terms of seeking a new position closer to his spouse.  A discussion was held to grant 
Father Jim leniency to travel to and from Delaware over the course of this year.  Father Jim 
stated that his current intention is to stay for approximately one year.  He hopes to ease 
individuals’ anxiety and “walk” through the process together.  Father Jim also suggested 
that we may want to look more broadly at our current situation and collaborate with Saint 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Bloomsburg. 


1.Senior Warden:  

e.Steven School of Ministry: Dave shared a correspondence from Steven School of 
Ministry about the different opportunities that they are currently offering. 

f.David Snodgrass and Company: Dave received an email from David the accountant 
from Santander Bank.  He wants to offer two percent on the money market. 

g.Monies: Dave noted that there is a large amount of money ($202,000) sitting between 
the checking account and money market.  He suggested thinking about the following idea 
for next month:  

$80,000-keep this portion of money on-hand for unforeseen expenses


$40,000- towards building fund


$40,000-towards some type of outreach program in addition to the diaper bank


$40,000-invest in Susquehanna


1. Junior Warden


h.Flood in Rectory: Father Jim discovered a couple inches of water in the basement 
rectory.  Chip Adams was called and arrived promptly.  He uncovered that the kitchen sink 
pipes were not properly connected.  It was noted that there is no drainage system.  
Michelle stated that the Friendship Fire Company may be able to pump us out for free if a 
similar event occurred.  As a result of the water in the basement, Father Jim and Michelle 
cleaned out and trashed cardboard from the basement. 


i.No Heat: There was no heat in the upstairs of the rectory.  The pipe that goes up for 
the heat was temporarily fixed.  Lay House was called to confirm the bid.  We will be 
moving forward with fixing the heating and cooling units in the attic and basement.


j.Kitchen Doors:  There are several broken kitchen cabinet doors in the rectory.  
Suggestion was made to seek bids for replacing all the doors in the kitchen rectory.


k.Doors:  An individual will be coming again on Tuesday from MePush to continue work 
on the door project.


l.Train Room:  Bob would like more space for antique pieces from a train platform that 
was donated.  Michelle is cleaning out the closet to make more space for these antique 
train pieces. 


m.Landscaper: Erin shared a bid from Jon Vella.  In the estimate, there was a one-time 
fee of $1,300 dollars to fix the brick walkway and patio.  In addition, there was an annual 
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maintenance bid of $2,000 to maintain our landscaping.  Michelle shared her positive 
experiences working with Jon.


Cemetery: The written report is as follows: 

 A tree branch is down in Plate 4 due to high winds.  I will have branch removed once 
weather conditions improve.  No damages to report. 


I received a phone call from Geri Smith, administrator for the US trust of America, 
regarding the transfer of the Edwards-Peters trust.  Their fiduciary committee has voted 
to transfer the Edwards-Peters Trust to CMEC cemetery to oversee the repair to the 
stained glass window in the Edwards Mausoleum.  A written request needs to be sent 
and I have forwarded the info to Doug Cummings, treasure, to submit this written 
request. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Becky Sutherland  


1.Advertising:  Father Jim will look outside the vestry for a representative for this 
committee.


1.No written report submitted.  However, Mary has brought a “new light” to mission and 
outreach.  Father Jim discussed that the United Way wants to partner with the diaper bank.  
During a meeting on this topic, Dave provided a view that the diaper bank is a part of the 
church’s mission.  The meeting was noted as being positive.  However, active reporting is 
needed for the United Way.  Below is the reporting example: 


EXAMPLE YEAR-END REPORTING NARRATIVE: 
OPERATIONS: 
During 201X, the Diaper Bank operated on ______ Saturdays (mornings).

______ unique individuals, including ______ unique members of CMEC volunteered

The Diaper Bank was typically staffed with _______ volunteers on each operating day

The Diaper Bank held fundraising events at:

‐ Montour Fair - ____ Days – Gross contributions $______ vs. $______ of fundraising cost

‐ Bloomsburg Fair - ____ Days – Gross contributions $______ vs. $______ of fundraising cost

‐ Fall Festival - ____ Days – Gross contributions $______ vs. $______ of fundraising cost

______ packages of diapers were distributed to a total of _____ unique program participants 
representing

a total of _______ participant interactions

Based upon participant data collected:

_____% of distributions were for Danville residents.

_____% of distributions were for Montour county (outside of Danville) residents.

_____% of distributions were for Northumberland county residents.

_____% of distributions were for Columbia county residents.

_____% of distributions were for residents of other counties.

_____% of distributions went to program participants that preferred anonymity.

FINANCIAL: 
During 201X, the Diaper Bank received a total of $_______ of cash contributions

Of these, $_______ were from businesses, not-for-profit, and other organizations (in excess of 
$_____ by

organization total for the year) other than CMEC.

$_______ were from individuals (in excess of $_____ by individual/taxpayer total for the year)

‐ (including ___ organizations that preferred anonymity - contributing a total of $_____)
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$_______ were from individuals (approximately ______ - representing an average of $_____ per 
small

donation)

At year end, the Diaper Bank had ______ packages of diapers on-hand

‐ (as compared to ____ at prior-year end)

At year end, the Diaper Bank had $______ of cash on-hand

‐ (as compared to $______ at prior-year end)

PRELIMINARY BUDGET:

The Diaper Bank has received notification of ______ contributions totaling approximately 
$_______

which are expected in the first ____ (period) of the coming year.

The Diaper Bank has applied to ______ donor organizations for $_______ of potential donations 
for the

coming year

The Diaper Bank plans to order and receive _____ packages of diapers at __________ (date) 
representing

a purchase of $_________


‐ This purchase is expected to cover demand through ________ (date)


Treasurer: The written report is as follows:


We received an unexpected $20,000 from one of the trusts we are a beneficiary of, the Edward 
Jennings Trust Fund. This was due to a bank error in not changing the trust from one 
designation to another when the last named person to benefit from the original trust died. We 
normally receive $3,500 per year from this trust, and the letter we received indicated that this is 
a preliminary step, not a final accounting after 12 years of mis-designation. 


We did not pay our Fair Share to the diocese for the last half of 2018, so we have paid that 
debt and automatic quarterly payments have been set up so that our obligations will be met on 
this this year. 


I am still getting my head wrapped around all the accounts, some very disorganized files and 
trying to learn how to use Quickbooks.


One area of concern that I have found is our bank. The interest rate on our money market 
account is much lower than it should be, particularly given market interest rates. The online 
portal that Santander uses is okay, but difficult to navigate. Changing authorization for people 
to access the account, which happens whenever we elect a new Treasurer, Clerk of the Vestry 
or Warden, is a very time-consuming process that requires more than an hour of all signature 
holders physically present at the bank. While their physical location is convenient to the 
church, the many downsides of their services will have me investigating the services available 
at different banks in the area to see if we can receive better interest rates and service at other 
institutions. 


There is a significant amount of money in our Money Market Account ($193,177.92 on 8 Feb), 
far more than is needed. While the money is divided for accounting purposes into different 
categories based on how it was designated, the vast majority is from us spending less than we 
have received in the past several years. I would recommend that we keep 3-4 months 
spending on hand (this year with a nearly $300,000 budget that works out to $75-100,000) as 
emergency savings. The rest should find a better use, either to add to our investments with J&J 
Financial, or out in the greater community to help those who need it more than we do. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Doug Cummings 
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1.Jennifer noticed that we did not make our last two Fair Share payments to the diocese.  
This will cause us to be over budget on the Fair Share item on our 2019 budget. 


OLD BUSINESS: 

1.CEEP Trip:  Father Jim, Michelle, Doug and Cathy will be traveling to Boston to attend 
this event.  The trip will occur from February 20th to the 24th.  Father Jim stated that he 
looks forward to sharing what he and the delegate learn over the course of the event.   

2.Circling around The Light: Father Jim expressed that he received positive feedback 
about this event.  Several presenters made presentations including Father Jim.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1.Convocation: This will occur on Wednesday, February 27th.  Please note the agenda 
below.  

9:30-10:30 am Staff Meeting  
10:30- 11:00 Coffee/Fellowship  
11:00-11:45 Bible Study (on the gospel for the upcoming Sunday, to be led by staff)  
11:45-12:00 Worship Service (see below for specifics)  
12:00-12:45 Lunch (Bring your own and enjoy fellowship with us!)  
1:00- 2:00 Appointment Slot #1  
2:00- 3:00 Appointment Slot #2  
3:00- 4:00 Appointment Slot #3 

1. March 10, 2019 @ 11:30 AM


Respectfully Submitted by:


Tom Dulsky
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April 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7:00-9:00 PM 
Frosty Friends 
(Community 
Room)

2 3

12:00 
Eucharist 

5:30 PM

Stations of the 
Cross (St. 
Pauls)

7:00 PM Penn 
Writers

4

6:00 PM

Lenten Circle

5 6

9:30-12:30

Jubilee 
Kitchen 

Trinity 
Lutheran 
10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


7 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Choir 

9:00 AM 
Congregation 
Forum

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

8
 9
 10

12:00 
Eucharist (St. 
Pauls)

5:30 PM

Stations of the 
Cross 
Eucharist

11
 12 13

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


14

Palm Sunday 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Reading 
of the Passion

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

12:00 PM Vestry

2:00 PM Tea and 
Testament 
(Altenbach’s)

15 16
 17

12:00 
Eucharist 

5:30 PM

Stations of the 
Cross (St. 
Pauls) 
Eucharist


18

Maundy 
Thursday 
7:00 PM 
Worship

19

Good Friday 
10:00 AM 
Interfaith 
Walk (St. 
Joseph’s) 

12:00 PM 
Acolyte 
Gathering

7:00 PM 
Worship

20

Holy Saturday 
10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank

10:00 AM Alter 
Guild

8:00 PM 
Easter Vigil (St. 
Pauls) 

21

Easter Sunday 
10:00 AM 
Eucharist

22
 23

6:00 PM Way 
of the Rosary 
(Altenbach’s)

24
 25
 26
 27

10:00-12:00

Trains and 
Diaper Bank


28 
8:00 AM 
Eucharist

9:00 AM Christian 
Formation

9:30 AM Choir

10:30 AM 
Eucharist

29
 30
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